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Catholic Adult Faith Enrichment

quuEREEs

o

rary Kemper Hall
Power ... ’tm’cﬁ

King Josiah, (639-609 BC) inherits the throne
of Judah at age 8. When he is 16 he chooses to
seek the Lord and at age 20 begins a great
reform in Judah.

2 Chron 34:1-33 or 2 Kgs 22,23

The outline for discussion on
Power led by Truth
is available in the narthex
in the CAFE folder
and on the church web site:
ndchurchkerrville.org

For more information
call Carol Aceti at 257-1432

EVERYONE IS INVITED

CA.EE.
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Be, then, our
lasting joy.

We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

-

Sunday, December 19, 2010

Tension or Joy?

Today’s Readings: Tsaiah 7:10—14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew
1:18-24. Light. Peace. Patience. Now joy. It may sound odd
in a week overflowing with preparation: shopping, cooking,
decorating, running errands. Words like stress or fatigue
spring more easily to mind. But hidden in the readings, like
surprises beneath the tree, are causes for celebration.

God truly understands human beings when, in the First
Reading, he tells Ahaz to ask for a sign. Some of us occa-
sionally think in terms of magic: If the phone rings right
now, I'll know I should take the job. If the car breaks down
here, I shouldn’t attend the meeting. If the gift is precisely
the right color, T should buy it. God, who made our human
minds, knows that propensity.

Furthermore, God is prepared to send a staggering sign,
kfar more than Ahaz ever dreamed. As scripture commentators

have pointed out, what Ahaz really needed, with his king-
dom being invaded, was an army. Instead, he got the prom-
ise of a baby. A baby must have also seemed unhelpful to
Joseph. Unmarried, torn between compassion and rigid codes
of honor, he creates a compromise, a quiet divorce. Then
God’s direct intervention shows him a better way.

We, too, think we know what things we need—most
likely, things we can’t afford. A baby coming into our lives
can seem like an overwhelming burden, a responsibility we
can’t handle. Yet this child will save us all. God must chuckle
as he surprises us with something, someone, infinitely better
than what we envision. If God is with us, indeed, taking on
human flesh, the joy outshines anything else we could pos-
sibly want for Christmas.













