
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 23, 2007 
 

They shall name him Emmanuel,  
which means "God is with us ." 

 

-- Matthew 1:23 
 

SUMMONED BY GOD 
 As Christmas draws near, Advent's scriptures 
lure us into a world of dreams, signs, wonders, and the 
miracle of the virgin birth. Too often we allow the 
great stories of our faith, the ones that are most  
familiar, simply to wash over us. Today's Gospel  
account of the events leading up to the birth of the 
Lord reads like a present-day soap opera. Yet Joseph's 
courage, even in the midst of what must have been an 
incredibly confusing time, provides a model for us. 
Each week, we are summoned by God to embrace the 
way of goodness and truth through the proclamation of 
God's holy word. Like Joseph, we are called to do as 
the Lord commands us. As we stand at the threshold of 
Christmas, let us have the courage to be open to  
whatever it is that the Lord will require of us as we 
 celebrate the miracle of Bethlehem. 
 

(c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

LLAMADOS POR DIOS 
 Al acercarse la Navidad, las Escrituras del 
Adviento nos llevan a un mundo de sueños, señales, 
maravillas y el milagro del nacimiento de una 
virgen. Muchas veces dejamos que los grandes  
relatos de nuestra fe, los que son más conocidos, 
simplemente nos pasen sin sentirlos. El relato del 
Evangelio de hoy sobre los acontecimientos previos 
al nacimiento del Señor parece una telenovela ac-
tual. Sin embargo, la valentía de José, aun en medio 
de una época que debe haber sido increíblemente 
confusa, nos brinda un modelo a seguir. Cada  
semana, Dios nos llama a aceptar el camino de la 
bondad y la verdad por medio de la proclamación de 
la palabra sagrada de Dios. Como José, somos 
llamados a hacer lo que el Señor nos ordena.  
Mientras estamos en el umbral de la Navidad,  
tengamos la valentía para estar abiertos a lo que sea, 
a lo que el Señor requiera de nosotros durante  
nuestra celebración del milagro de Belén. 
 

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

OUR CHRIST CHILD HAS ARRIVED!  
 LET US SING JOYFUL  
SONGS IN HIS NAME! 

 
Welcome this Christ Child into your hearts at 
this Christmas time and then let His light shine 
out to all of those around us!  Let this  
incarnation (Jesus become man) be our source 
of peace, confidence, hope and goodness as 
we radiate His holy light.   
 
Each of us possesses the light of Jesus in the 
depths of our hearts and we are all called to be 
a symbol of peace for one another.  Let us be  
particularly aware of the words to the wonderful 
Christmas hymn, “Silent Night” and take these 
words to heart as we glory in the wonder of the 
birth of Christ.  
 
 Continue to bring peace to troubled lives, those 
living in poverty and those experiencing  other 
difficulties in their lives.  Let us show Him the 
sincerity of our hearts, as we live our lives in the 
heavenly peace of that “Silent Night— that Holy 
Night”! 
 
Yours In Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Mike Peinemann    



Sunday, December 23, 2007  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Is 7: 10-14/Rom 1: 1-7/Mt 1: 18-24 
8:00 am  †Delfina Torres 
  Louis Romero 
 9:30 am  People of the Parish  
11:00 am †Ignacio Quiroz 
  Quiroz Family 
Monday, December 24, 2007  
Vigil of Christmas 
2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1: 67-79  
7:00 am  People of the Parish 
4:00 pm  †Casey Cass 
  Dorothy & Pat Cass 
7:00 pm  †Jennie Boyle 
  Susan & Edward Boyle 
12:00 am People of the Parish 
Tuesday, December25, 2007  
Nativity of the Lord 
Midnight: Is 9: 1-6/Ti 2: 11-14/Lk 2: 1-14 
Dawn: Is 62: 11-12/Ti 3: 4-7/Lk 2: 15-20 
Day: Is 52: 7-10/Heb 1: 1-6/Jn 1: 1-18 or 1:1-5,9-14  
10:00 am †Ralph Mossman 
  Debbie & Pat Mossman 
  †Sharon Schiefen 
  Lowell Schiefen & Family 
Wednesday, December 26, 2007  
Acts 6: 8-10; 7: 54-59/Mt 10: 17-22 
12:00 pm †Bob & Nanci Woodard 
 Susan Goodwin 
 †Candelario Trevino 
 Wife & Family  
 Thursday, December 27, 2007  
1Jn 1: 1-4/Jn 20: 1a and 2-8 
12:00 pm †Mary G. Harlan 
 John P. Harlan, Jr.  
 †Kim Jacobson 
 Helene Sandeson   

Friday,  December 28, 2007  
1 Jn 1: 5-2: 2/Mt 2: 13-18 
7:00 am  †Gilbert Davila Sr. 
  Lisa Calderon 
  †William Alberthal 
  Frances & William Behrends  
Saturday, December 29, 2007  
Vigil: Holy Family 
Sir 3: 2-7, 12-14/Col 3: 12-21 or 3: 12-17 or 
1 Sm 20-20-24-28/Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23  
5:00 pm  In Thanksgiving 
  Maria Whitley 
  †Robert Bychowski 
  Anabelle Bychowski  
Sunday, December 30, 2007  
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
Sir 3: 2-7, 12-14/Col 3: 12-21 or 3: 12-17 or 
1 Sm 20-20-24-28/Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23 
8:00 am  †Maria C. Nowak, SFO 
  Our Lady of Angels Fraternity 
  Secular Franciscan Order 
9:30 am  †Trinidad Dominguez 
  The Dominguez Family 
11:00 am †Christopher Horton 
  Miles Horton & Family 
5:00 pm  †Pauline Maurer 
  Eleanor & Bernard Jesko 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp will  
burn this week in memory of  

Blas & Juanita Rodriguez  
By 

 Nelda Dimery & Family 

SECOND COLLECTION  
 

The second collection on  
December 29 & 30, 2007  

will be for 
 Earthquake Relief of Peru. 

Please be generous! 

Monday, December 24, 2007 
Christmas Eve Mass (Children’s Mass)-4:00pm-Church 
Christmas Eve Mass-7:00pm-Church 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass-12:00am-Church 
 
Tuesday, December 25, 2007 
Christmas Mass (Bilingual)-10:00am-Church  
 
Wednesday, December 26, 2007 
 
Thursday, December 27, 2007 
 
Friday, December 28, 2007  
 
Saturday, December 29, 2007 
Repose Blessed Sacrament-11:30am-Church 
 
Sunday, December 30, 2007 
 

OFFICE CLOSED  
 

The Pastoral Center will be CLOSED on December 
24 & 25, 2007 in observance of  Christmas!  The 
office will reopen on Wednesday, December 26, 
2007! 

 Merry Christmas to All!   
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� CB-Stephen Kelly  
  

    

 CB-Sophia Perkins     

Mary Jane Viebag, Harry Winslow, Jim Wren,  Grace 
Kieberger,  Benita Garcia,  Irene Peters, Desmond Jones, 
Gregoria Jureczki, Maria Murphy, Maria Nowak, Mary 
Anne Collins,   Terry Trauth, Lupe Gonzales, San Juanita 
San Miguel,  Mary Tinch, Irene Trevino, Erasto Ayala, 
John Aleman, Donnie Couch, Jeanette Bell, Veronica 

Jansen, Irwin Schilhab, Guadalupe Pena, Lillian Dworaczyk, Robert L. Brantley,  
Catalina Piedra, Michael Popeck, Dorothy Lehane,  Elizabeth Stoudt,  Joyce 
Knapik, Rita Jackson,   Bernadine Decaluwe,   Patricia Boyett, Rebecca Cuellar, 
Edward Guzman, Robert Charnichart, Edna Noah,  Selma Maurer, Guadalupe 
Gonzales, Mercedes Ramos, Crystal Garcia, Senon Rodriguez, June Lowrance, 
Walter Morrison, Francisca Vega, Yvonne Guidry,  Jeanie Tompkins,  Lillie 
Adamek,  Mary Ellsbury, John Murphy,  Loretta Harris,  Robert Magana, Nicole 
Haberer,   Cathy Scozzari, Jo & Pat Keller, Simona Garza, Bobby Waddell, 
Peggy Hood,  Geraldine Rice, Carolyn Huerta,  Juan Jimenez, Faye Ortiz,   
Suzie Knoblich,  Erma Carter,  Mary Janson,  Reid Welles, Kathy Flournoy, 
John McGougan, Marne Bass,  Maria Hurtado, Damien Flores, Wanda Juenke, 
Irene Vera,  Greg Mowry, Emile Haddad, Manuel Bermudez, Kathryn Franco, 
John Kennedy, William Murray, Lorene Guidry, Ann Sullivan, Donna Stewart, 
Alice Ferguson,  Helen Guthrie, Ruth Lott, Pedro Vargas, Walter Mazurek, 
Idalis Olveda,  Joe Lara,  James & Harriett Coopersmith,  Charles Flood,  Jean 
Michel Duval, Dorothy Baldwin,  Richard Ball, Rosemary Moreno,  Louisa 
Ybarra, Thomas Cassidy, Gwenita Brantley, Mary Pruneda, Hutch White, Kit 
Carson, Frances Ingle, Bill DeGarmo, Msgr. Vincent Patrizi, Tanya Williams,   
Eduardo Ayala and all members of the parish, family and friends.                                                         



  Midnight Mass  
by Paul Turner  

 Christmas is the only  
day on our church calendar  
that calls for Midnight Mass.  
Easter has its Vigil. But the  
pivotal celebration at Christmas is the Mass at 
Midnight. 
 Actually, we have four Masses for 
Christmas, each with its own prayers and 
Scriptures: the Vigil Mass on the evening of 
December 24, Mass at Midnight and Mass at 
Dawn for those times of day, and Mass during 
the Day for December 25. We may mix and 
match the Scriptures if we wish. There's no 
fixed time when these Masses must be cele-
brated not even the one at midnight. The titles 
are a simple convenience to identify the four. A 
parish might celebrate "Midnight Mass" at ten 
in the morning or eight at night. Parish staffs 
laugh at callers who ask, "What time is Mid-
night Mass?" But the question isn't as stupid 
as it sounds. If we attend any Mass Christmas 
Day, it's possible we'll hear the Scriptures of 
Midnight Mass. 
 That's a plus, because the Gospel of 
Midnight Mass alone relates Luke's immortal 
story of the birth of Jesus. It's the good news 
people want to hear when they come to Mass 
on Christmas. 
 The Midnight Mass tradition reaches 
far back in our history. Our first record comes 
from a fourth-century pilgrim, Egeria, whose 
diary of her travels from Spain to Jerusalem 
describe her impressions about the liturgy in 
that great city. It's Egeria who tells us they had 
a Christmas Mass at midnight. 
 One reason for Mass at midnight is 
that we used to fast all day before communion, 
and since Christmas was such a grand day, 
we wanted to cut to the celebration as soon as 
possible. 
 Another reason is the tradition that Je-
sus was born at midnight. This comes from an 
interpretation of a passage from Wisdom 
18:14-15. The author says that during Israel's 
Passover, Gods word leaped from heaven 
when the night was half gone. So in the new 
covenant, it was assumed God's Word leaped 
from heaven at midnight. The mystique of Mid-
night Mass draws some who come to church 
only rarely. The shepherds, the magi, the an-
gels, the animals the mystery of Christmas 
beckons us all.  
 

Copyright (c) 1997 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. 
Virginia St. #290, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 
Paul Turner, pastor of St. John Regis Parish in Kansas 
City, Mo., holds a doctorate in sacramental theology from 
Sant' Anselmo University in Rome. His e-mail is 
PaulTu@aol.com. 

PRAYER LINE 
 

Anyone desiring prayers through the prayer line, 
please call:  Mary Hauser at 792-4371 or Lula 
Santa Maria at 257-4323. 



Thank You for your faithful support! 
The Cash Cards are available at: 

School Office—Monday thru Friday—7:30am –3:30pm  
And after each Mass every weekend! 

  
Cash Corner 
 
Total Sales Last Week $22,320.00 
Total Profit for the Week $949.75 
School year profit to date $8,432.38 
 
School Year is  07/01/07 through 06/30/08 

 

 
Acompanemos  a perenigrar  

durante las tres noches que sobran  
de POSADAS a las 7:00 pm.  

 

 
                Las posadas que sobran: 

 

22 de Diciembre  Sra. Felicitas Gonzalez Cedar Way  329-6201 
23 de Diciembre  Sra. Maria Dorado    Westwood Ranch off Wilson Rd. 995-4033 
24 de Diciembre  Sr. Francisco Mendez  108 Chole Lane 367-3892

 
  Please pray for those who have died,  
  and have gone to their eternal rest with 
  the Lord, especially Ellen Dalrymple,  
  George Levis, Sarah Gradillas and  
  Samuel Rodriguez.  Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them.  May they rest in peace. 

Masses and The Sanctuary Lamp are 
available for your 2008 intentions. 
 
Please come by the Pastoral Center 
from 8:00am to 12:00N and 1:00pm to 
5:00pm, Monday thru Friday to make a 
request.  



OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE INTERCESSOR OF THE UNBORN  
 

To help stop the anti-life push in the world, the late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen encouraged the 
spiritual adoption of an unborn child.  This is done by praying that one particular but unknown 
child’s life be spared abortion and be allowed to continue to live. 
 

To help accomplish this, it was recommended, an individual say the following daily prayer for a pe-
riod of one year. 
 

“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much.  I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that 
I have spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.” 
 

During your earthly life this spiritually adopted child of yours will be known only to God, but in the 
world to come it is hoped that you will meet the child whose life was spared by your prayers and 

Dec. 30th The Holy Family of .Jesus. Mary. and Jose ph 
I appeal to political leaders not to allow children to be considered as a form of illness, nor to abolish 
in practice your legal system's acknowledgment that abortion is wrong. I say this out of a concern 
for humanity. But that is only one side of this disturbing problem. The other is the need to do every-
thing possible to make European countries once again open to welcoming children. Encourage 
young married couples to establish new families and to become mothers and fathers! You will not 
only assist them, but you will benefit society as a whole. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Authorities and Diplomatic Corps, Vienna, Sept. 7, 2007 
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NOTRE DAME ADULT FELLOWSHIP  
 

This fellowship is for adult men and women, married 
and single.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 
each month, with our meetings beginning at 11:00 
A.M. 
 

We have decided we will not meet December 27, 
2007, because so many of our members will be out of 
town.  We will have information regarding our next 
meeting in the Sunday, January 6, 2008, bulletin. 
 

For other information regarding the Adult Fellowship, 
call Betty Martz at (830)792-5665. 
 

May all of you have a very happy, holy Christmas and 
New Year!    

FOOD FOR THE POOR 
 
All at Food for the Poor humbly thank  
everyone for partnering in this ministry to 
bring good news to those living in abject 
poverty.  Everyone will be remembered in 
a special “Thankful Thursday” prayer  
service, Thursday, January 10, 2008. 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
SECOND COLLECTION 

 

The second collection on Christmas Day 
will be for the Assumption Seminary. 
 

Thank you for you generosity! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
 

St. Vincent de Paul wants to thank you for 
your generous donations which amounted 
to $4,926.67. 
 

THANK YOU and may  
ALL have a blessed Christmas!  

 
ADORATION SCHEDULE  

 

During  the Christmas holidays,  
Eucharistic Adoration will end on  
Saturday, December 22, 2007 at 
11:30am and will be exposed  after 
the Noon Mass on Wednesday,  
December 26, 2007. 
 

The following  week , Eucharistic 
Adoration will end on Saturday, December 29, 2007 
at 11:30 am and will be exposed  after the Noon 
Mass on Wednesday,  
January 2, 2008. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 
 

WOMEN OF NOTRE DAME  
CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS  

 
 

Women of Notre Dame will be 
accepting memorials through 

the month of December.  This is a most 
fitting occasion to remember those who 
have gone before us.  Masses will be said 
for your intentions.  Your contributions will 
be utilized for linens, vestments, and deco-
rations for the church as needed. 

 

 
 
There will be NO RCIA classes on December 25, 
2007 and January 1, 2008 due to the Christmas 
holidays.  Classes will resume on January 8, 2008. 
 

Have a blessed holiday season!  



Warmest Christmas Wishes  
 

To you, your families and friends  
from the staff of  

Notre Dame Church and Notre Dame School: 
 

Father Mike Peinemann, Gary Longman, Dorothy Cass, Carey Stehling, Tracy Gourley, Nancy 
Holstrom, Susie Dominguez, Eva Bill, Lisa Calderon, Dianne Albrecht, Casey Ryan, Alma 
Cruz-Gonzales, Carmen Gutierrez, Jimmy Bill, Denise Jenschke, Bonnie Polewski, Irene 
Alcorta, Michelle Coldwell, and Steve Brown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As our Notre Dame Community comes together to celebrate Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, let us 
bow down and worship him,  for he was born to save mankind. 
 

Prayer to the Holy Family 
 

Jesus, 
You made your own family the model 
of prayer, of love, and of obedience to  

your Father’s will; 
by your grace make 

(my) family holy 
and make it rich 

with your gifts.  Amen.  
 

As we go forth in the New Year of 2008, we can share God’s message of this Holy Season 
with others by, example, kind words, good works, and prayers.  We are called upon to give of 
ourselves to those around us.  May we be restored by His life, death and resurrection as we 
enter into the year of 2008 to follow his call.  Each of you will be remembered in the Masses 
this Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 

May God continue to bless you on your journey!  
Yours In Christ, 
Father Mike Peinemann 



There are people who know that Christmas is a mystery not 
to be explained but to be lived, and there are people who 
live it.  
In the midst of a “culture of death” they call attention to what 
is right in the world without denying what 
is wrong.   
They challenge what is wrong in the 
world but do not crush the wrongdoer.   
They speak for justice and work for right-
eousness not with violence, but with love.   
They do not build wall of hatred, but open 
doors of understanding.   
They breathe life into lifeless hearts; they bring hope to the 
hopeless and helpless and they can be found everywhere, 
but especially wherever the need is the greatest. 
 

People will continue to seek ‘Baby’ Jesus in the manger, but 
remember, Jesus is in the air and in the heart of those who 
smell God’s breath in the air, who live in the rhythm of God’s 
life and whose hearts beat with the rhythm of God’s heart. 

 

May God bless all of you, 
 

Gary Longman, Director of Parish Operations   

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 
those on whom His favor rests.”                           
   Luke 2:14  
 

The faculty, staff, students, and families of Notre Dame 
Catholic School send to you our Christmas wish that you 
and your family feel the joy and love of the Christ Child in 
your hearts this Christmas season.  May you see Christmas 
with the eyes of a child—full of wonder and mystery.  God 
bless you during 2008. 
 

Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 
 

Bonnie Polewski, Principal 
Notre Dame Catholic School     

May the love of the Good Shepherd  
fill your homes and hearts this  
Christmas Season and always! 
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I would like to thank you during the season  
of Christmas for all of those who have brought the 
youth at Notre Dame closer to Christ. 
                     

Casey Ryan 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

May you have a safe and blessed  
Christmas filled with joy and happiness. 
 

  Carey Stehling 
  Financial Manager 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
Thank you for your support 
 throughout the years. 

Feliz Navidad y Prospero Ano Nuevo! 
Gracias por los anos de apoyo que me  
han dado. 
Alma Cruz-Gonzales 
Coord. Of Family & Children’s  
Faith Formation 






